
Dear Parents, 
     As principal I am often asked what do I see 
as our main school goal...is it academic excel-
lence, development of citizenship, personal 
responsibility, or social and emotional growth.  
The answer I give is “yes.”   
      We understand that all aspects of a child’s 
development are critical.  Asking which is 
more important educationally is comparable to 
asking if water or food is more essential for 
survival.  Of course, both are equally impor-
tant.   
     It’s the same with education.  I cringe when 
people pontificate how we need to only focus 
on “academics.”  On it’s face a “return to ba-
sics” sounds so appealing—but, I wouldn’t 
want to go to a doctor who earned great 
grades by cheating, or fudges his Board recer-
tification workshop requirements, or treats 
patients callously, or didn’t value me as a pa-
tient.  So, it’s not only about building students’ 
knowledge….it’s equally about building char-
acter.     
     As parents, we understand this.   We want 
our children to act responsibly, sensitively, 
respectfully and with integrity.  We wish our 
children to grow into upstanding individuals. 
     At Garden City Middle School we’ll focus on 
educating the whole child — this is a “basic” 
for us.   
Best wishes, 
Peter Osroff 

Principal’s Message —    
No matter how old we are, we need to know 
that the people who are important to us really 
do care about us.  But feeling good about who 
we are doesn’t come just from people telling 
us they like us.  It comes from inside us: 
knowing when we’ve done something helpful 
or when we’ve worked hard to learn 
something difficult or when we’ve “stopped” 
just when we were about to do something we 
shouldn’t, or when we’ve been especially kind 
to someone else.   
                                —       Mr. Rogers 
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The Middle View 
Due to Popular  

Demand...  
Family Fun Flick  

Fridays  
are returning!   

For our first film of the year, Family 
Fun Flick Friday Night is turning into… 

Fright Night  
on the Friday before Halloween!  So, 
mark the date Friday, October 
28th at 7:30PM on your  
calendar  
 

We’ll have FREE admission, 
FREE snacks, FREE door 
prizes, FREE raffles, and, 
YES,  even an after movie 

FREE pizza fest!  Please re-
member, it’s a FAMILY film 
night…  So, bring the 

family!   
We’ll also have a  

Little Rascals short  
to lighten us up before 

the SCARY MOVIE 



                                              

Does your child have a little  social awkwardness?   Have some trouble initiating play 
dates?  A bit awkward on the telephone?  Have some trouble developing friendships?   

Then, please consider having your child join our social skills program.  This is an after-
school FUN program which  focuses on helping kids become more socially confident.  Par-
ticipating students are even encouraged to bring friends to this after-school  “club.”    For 

more information, please contact your child’s guidance counselor.     

A fun way to practice listening/speaking skills in the 
World Languages Classroom 

 
This year, Mr. Strauzer's French and Spanish classes 
have been using songs from Hispanic culture and fa-
mous movies to enhance their listening and speaking 
skills.  Some of his students' favorites have been La Cu-
caracha, The Mexican Hat Dance,  Somewhere Over the 
Rainbow, Ding Dong the Witch is Dead, and of course, 
the theme from Barney.  Proper intonation and pronun-
ciation is first modeled.  Then, the words are made to "fit" 
the songs.  Students have also come up with their own 
tunes in order to improve their target language and 
speaking skills.  It is an enjoyable way to foster commu-
nication in a language other than their own! 

Math and Science Research 
Our Math and Science (Before School) Research programs have been reorganized in many excit-
ing ways.  As just one example, we plan on having our students participate in the Science Olym-

piad Competition.  This is a wonderful opportunity for all students interested in research!  If 
you’re interested, please contact your child’s guidance counselor.  While intended mainly for 7th 

and 8th graders, 6th graders will be considered on a case-by-case basis.    

DISCIPLINE CODE 
THE “DISTRICT’S DISCIPLINE CODE” MAY BE FOUND 

ON THE MIDDLE SCHOOL’S WEB SITE UNDER 
“MIDDLE SCHOOL POLICIES”  

http://middleschool.gardencity.k12.ny.us/mspolicies/mspolicies.htm 

REACH OUT TO US! 
ALL MIDDLE SCHOOL TEACHERS HAVE PROVIDED 
THEIR EMAIL ADDRESSES TO THEIR CLASSES.  PAR-
ENTS SHOULD FEEL COMFORTABLE REACHING OUT 
TO TEACHERS IN THIS FORMAT AS WELL AS THE 
TRADITIONAL WAYS — VOICE MAIL AND LETTERS.   
ALL GARDEN CITY UFSD EMAIL ADDRESSES HAVE 
THE SAME FORMAT:   
(LAST NAME)(FIRST INITIAL)@GCUFSD.NET   
FOR EXAMPLE, TO REACH THE PRINCIPAL JUST  
SEND YOUR EMAIL TO ... 
OSROFFP@GCUFSD.NET 

SURVEYS COMING 

WE UNDERSTAND THAT WE NEED YOUR INPUT TO 
CONTINUE TO MAKE OUR SCHOOL EVEN BETTER.  
THEREFORE, WE ARE CREATING SURVEYS WHICH 
WILL ENABLE US TO EVEN BETTER GAUGE AREAS 

OF CONCERN AND SATISFACTION 

HELP FOR HURRICAINE KATRINA VICTIMS 

DONATE NEW PAJAMAS FOR THE CHILDREN 

PLEASE SEND THE PAJAMAS TO SCHOOL WITH 
YOUR CHILD OR DROP THEM OFF AT THE FRONT 

DOOR 

WE CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE!   

HOMEWORK ON THE WEB              

The Middle School’s Homework 
on the Web program is back in 
full swing.  Teachers have their 
homework assignments, project 
due dates, test dates and extra-
help schedule posted.  Please 
contact us whenever we may be 
of service! 

The BRAVE Club is thrilled to announce their 
first contest of the year, a slogan con-
test.  Students are encouraged to create slo-
gans that the BRAVE Club will use to promote a 
bully-free environment in our school.  The first 
place winner of the contest will receive a prize.  
All submissions should be given to Ms. 
Greenwald in room 151 by October 14th .  Re-
member, bully-free is the way to be!  
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Vision Statement of the National Forum To  
Accelerate Middle-Grades Reform 

 
     Garden City Middle School embraces the middle level reform movement as reflective of best educational prac-
tice.  One important national organization that is working closely with the New York State Education Department is 
the National Forum to Accelerate Middle-Grades Reform.  This organization represents educators, researchers, 
professional organizations, and foundations.  It works with middle grades educators, policymakers, leaders in 
higher education, family and community members, and other stakeholders to identify and replicate successful prac-
tices, share resources, and create a coordinated movement for reform of middle grades education.  The forum’s 
vision statement is reprinted below: 
 

     “We, the members of the National Forum to Accelerate Middle-Grades Reform, believe that youth 
in the middle grades are capable of learning and achieving at high levels.  We share a sense of ur-
gency that high-performing schools with middle-grades become the norm, not the exception. 
 
     “High-performing schools with middle grades are academically excellent.  They challenge all stu-
dents to use their minds well, providing them with the curriculum, instruction, assessment, support, 
and time they need to meet rigorous academic standards.  They recognize that early adolescence is 
characterized by dramatic cognitive growth, which enables students to think in more abstract and 
complex ways.  The curriculum and extracurricular programs in such schools are challenging and 
engaging, tapping young adolescents’ boundless energy, interests, and curiosity.  Students learn to 
understand important concepts, develop essential skills, and apply what they learn to real-world 
problems.  Adults in these schools maintain a rich academic environment by working with col-
leagues in their schools and communities to deepen their own knowledge and improve their prac-
tice. 
     
      “High-performing schools with middle grades are developmentally responsive. 
Such schools create small learning communities of adults and students in which stable, close, and 
mutually respectful relationships support all students’ intellectual, ethical and social growth.  They 
provide comprehensive services to foster healthy physical and emotional development.  Students 
have the opportunities for both independent inquiry and learning in cooperation with others.  They 
have time to be reflective and numerous opportunities to make decisions about their learning.  De-
velopmentally responsive schools involve families as partners in the education of their children.  
They welcome families, keep them well informed, help them develop their expectations and skills to 
support learning, and assure their participation in decision making.  These schools are deeply 
rooted in their communities.  Students have opportunities for active citizenship. They use the com-
munity as a classroom, and community members provide resources, connections, and active sup-
port. 
     
      “High-performing schools with middle grades are socially equitable.  They seek to keep their 
students’ future options open.  They have high expectations for all their students and are commit-
ted to helping each child produce work of high quality. 
    
      These schools make sure that all students are in academically rigorous classes staffed by ex-
perienced and expertly prepared teachers.  These teachers acknowledge and honor their students’ 
histories and cultures.  They work to educate every child well and to overcome systematic variation 
in resources and outcomes related to race, class, gender and ability.  They engage their communi-
ties in supporting all students’ learning and growth.” 
 



 

    Our Academic Intervention Program (A.I.S.) will be starting mid October. 
This program is designed to assist students in mastering skills required for 
the New York State English Language Arts Assessment in both grades seven 
and eight. The A.I.S. program for mathematics will begin in January. If your 
child is eligible for either program you will receive notification in the mail 
from your child’s guidance counselor.  Looking forward to a rewarding and 
productive program. 

Exciting News — Physical Education, Athletics and Intramurals 
 

The MS PE Program implemented a special speed and agility camp this past 
summer.  Students were taught how to improve their running and agility and 
were put through a number of drills to improve their skills.  Students were 

also instructed in weight training activities in the HS Fitness Center. The pro-
gram ran throughout the summer and over 120 7th & 8th grade MS students, 

participated. 
 

The MS Interscholastic Athletic Program is up and running for the 2005-06 
school year.  Over 500 MS students are participating in sports like, football, 
field hockey, soccer, and cross-country.  We anticipate a fun and very suc-

cessful season. 
 

The MS PE Program has developed and implemented a new after school intra-
mural program for 7th and 8th-grade students. This fall, students have the op-
portunity to play tennis (at Grove Street Park), dance, and use the MS weight 
room. In the coming months, students will have the opportunity to play roller 

hockey (at GC Community Park), golf, and fence. 
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Academic Intervention Program — Helping to Ensure that our 
Students Meet with Success 

Computer Club  
The Computer Club is in full swing.  The students will be working on sev-
eral projects in  a group or individually.  One idea is to create a 
"cartoon"  on a subject matter of the club member's choosing and create 
several Web pages. 
 
We still have room for additional members.  If anyone is still interested in 
joining, please see Mr. Monastero in room 143. 


